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Just Jackieé 
 

How did you choose your career?  Was it a family legacy? Did it grow out of strong interests or talents you exhibited 

as a teenager or college student?  Or is it a mystery to you how you ended up in the field youôre in?  No matter how we 

chose our careers, whether they are paid or volunteer, we all can engage in meaningful and productive work activities. 

 

Today, you canôt turn on the radio or TV without hearing the worrisome and scary news about unemployment.   It is in 

times like these that we pray for those who are without work and give thanks on behalf of those who have work.   

 

Work and faithéas Christians, we are all called to be in ministry.  It might seem idealistic for me to suggest that all 

Christians see their work as a response to Godôs call to live out their faith. In talking with friends about their work in 

the corporate world, I know what a struggle it is for many people to live out their faith at work.  Most adults spend 

more time at work than anywhere else, including time spent with families or at leisure.  For so many of us the two are 

separate, distinct parts of our lives. If we are called to be Christians in the world, it will be in the workplace as much as 

anywhere else. If we view them together, faith and work can be part of an organic whole.  And if we understand and 

cultivate the connections between the two, life changes can result. 

 

Let me share a story with you by Mary C. Perham called ñA Monk and a Mechanic.ò  ñRecently I spent time at a     

monastery hoping to discern Godôs will in my lifeôs work.  My car broke down one afternoon, and I trudged through 

the monasteryôs anteroom to the bathroom and filled a two-liter bottle with water.  The second trip brought a gentle 

question from the porter, and a bell summoned another brother.  I waited outside, worrying about the imposition, as a 

monk walked up, wearing overalls and a wide smile.  Waving away my apology, he checked this and that as he chatted, 

crawled under the hood as he joked, and tinkered as we both laughed.  When I thanked him, adding there must have 

been something heôd rather do, he looked surprised and said, óBut no! I ï no!ô  As I drove away, I mused on his sur-

prise.  He really enjoyed looking into my overheating car.  Maybe it was his vocation. 

 

ñTwo nights later, my tire went flat.  A passing car called roadside assistance for me and within minutes a truck pulled 

up and a beaming young man jumped down.  I shrugged, waved my arms, and apologized because it was late, cool, and 

drizzling.   He laughed and maneuvered equipment in place as whistle.  I watched for a moment and bent down to ask, 

óDo you like this?ô  óOh yeah I love it!ô He drove away, whistling.  Maybe it was his vocation.  

 

ñSince then Iôve thought of those parallels ï a monk and a mechanic who turned everyday work into holy encounters 

for me because of their pleasure.  I believe their pleasure made it holy for them, too.  Godôs work may well bring 

wrenches and bruised knuckles.  Yet now I know it is also meant to bring an inner tickle and a smile to lifeðsigns of 

joy.ò 

 

Here is a prayer before beginning work by Jacob Boehme, who lived from 1575-1624. ñGive me, Dear Lord, a pure 

heart and a wise mind, that I may carry out my work according to your will.  Save me from all false desires, from pride, 

greed, envy and anger, and let me accept joyfully every task you set before me.  Let me seek to serve the poor, the sad 

and those unable to work.  Help me to discern honestly my own gifts that I may do the things of which I am capable, 

and happily and humbly leave the rest to others.  Above all, remind me constantly that I have nothing except what you 

enable me to do.ò    

 

Blessings, 

Jackie 

Editor:  Debbie West               First United Methodist Church         May, 2010  
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Second Annual Woman's Luncheon on Mother's Day Weekend  
Saturday, May 8  

 

 

Women of all ages are invited to gather in Fellowship Hall at 11:30am to view 
the beautifully set tables.   At noon we will enjoy a salad potluck lunch.   You  

are asked to bring a large salad to share.   After lunch we will be treated  
to a children's fashion show put on by the children of our church.   

Children or grandchildren who would like to model their own  
fancy clothes, please sign up with Maybelle Henry.  

 
Tickets are on sale after both services.   Tickets are $5 for those 10 and older;  

under 10 are free.   The money will cover all expenses, and any monies  
not needed will go to the mission work on United Methodist Women.  

 
If you would like to help out with a table, please contact  
Maybelle Henry at 916 -784-1405, or catch her at church.  

 

On Sunday, May 23, our church potluck will celebrate Christian Education.  All are in-

vited to join and honor our Christian educators.  Please bring a dish to share:  

 

A-F:  Dessert 

G-L:  Fruit or Salad 

M-Z:  Main dish  

 

Contact Gordon Lam, SPRC, if you have any questions. 


