
 

 

 

     The Loomis Scroll       

Dear Friends, 

 

 Iôve been thinking a lot about the word ñgraceò these days.  Godôs grace has certainly been present as Jackie  

recovers from breast cancer surgery.  And I have felt Godôs grace as Jackie has described to me how blessed she is to 

have her family and friends and us surround her during her journey.  Like you, Iôm so relieved that she is going to be 

fine.  And Iôm grateful to God for the presence of grace in all these events. 

 

 A long time ago, someone told me that grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth.  Grace is 

Godôs presence with us in all things and situations while gratitude is the gift we offer God in response.  Since Iôm so 

grateful to God for so many people, I thought I would share some hallmarks of saying thanks that I discovered in read-

ing an article in Weavings, by Michael E. Williams several years ago. 

 

 1.  Keep it simple. If simplicity is about living from a ñDivine Center,ò as Thomas Kelly describes it, then grati-

tude has less to do with our speech or manner and more to do with what we hold in our hearts, and how we live from 

them.  God doesnôt need our flowery speeches or our flattery.  Instead our gratitude will flow from a deep sense of 

Godôs presence at work in our hearts and reflect itself in the everyday choices and responses we make to others that 

celebrate a joy for living.  And living in that joyous center, we realize a simple ñthank youò to God becomes enough. 

 

 2.  Spontaneity is the key.  There is an unpremeditated quality about true gratitude because it arises in response 

to the actual presence of grace in a given situation.  One of my favorite cartoon strips shows the character Ziggy, se-

rene and thoughtful, sitting on the edge of a cliff, gazing out at a beautiful sunset with the words, ñThank you, Godò 

written across the top.  The reader senses the awestruck moment for Ziggy; no words can convey the sense of beauty, 

stillness, depth of feeling stirred up in the character.  And yet, the words pour forth unsolicited, ñThank you, God.ò  

Ziggy had simply responded out of the bounty he had been given. 

 

 3.  Unrestrained delight is the outcome.  Hardly any of us comes through life unscathed by lifeôs minor irrita-

tions or genuine tragedies that befall us.  But have you ever noticed how differently people respond to those circum-

stances?  Some of us respond with anger at the inconvenience of it all.  Some of us respond with the ñpoor meò syn-

drome, listing all the ways that life has never worked out for us from the very beginning.  Others respond with bitter-

ness and resentment.  And some of us choose to focus on what will bring us back to life, home to ourselves, back to 

that joy of living.  These people focus on the presence of grace.  Williams writes, ñUnrestrained delight comes from a 

life of following the inklings that point us toward Godôs deepest yearnings for our lives.  Such delight does not depend 

on the circumstances of our lives, since we recognize that every blessing is a mixed one.  Delight is not restrained by 

circumstances after we realize that gratitude is offering thanks for all of lifeôs occasions, since we do not know which 

will turn out to be the greatest blessings.ò 

 

 During the summer slowdown, take the time to notice what youôre grateful for, what delights your heart, what 

blessings are coming your way.  How might you express gratitude differently?  

 

 God, I thank you for Jackieôs recovery and ask you to be with others in our congregation who are also struggling 

with major health issues.  May your grace surround them with the warmth of your love and healing presence. 

 
 

Blessings, 
 

Maggie 

 

 

Editor:  Debbie West               First United Methodist Church                 July/August 2010 
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NEEDED 

TOOLS - TOOLS - TOOLS 
 

Our church has a wonderful 10-acre campus that requires many hands and tools to maintain it and keep it beautiful.  

The church tools used by our Wonder Workers, Wonder Women and Work Day members are limited and many need 

to be replaced. 
 

It will be very helpful and much appreciated if you can donate to the church any of the following tools that are in good 

condition.  Please contact Trustee Board Members, Bob Noad (435-2294) or Mark Nelson (652-5719). 
 

 Shovelsðall kinds  Rakesðleaf and bow 

 Wire cutters/strippers  Weeding hoes 

 Vice grips/pliers  Dust pans 

 Hacksaws   Broomsðvarious types 

 Hammers   Picks 

 Crowbars   Mattocks 

 Electric multi-meter tester Pruning toolsðvarious 

 Circular/reciprocating saws Pruning saws 

 Saw horses   Hand saws 

 Trailer for garden tractor Wheelbarrows 

 PVC pipe cutter   Tool boxes, large, on wheels 

 Screwdrivers   Other hand tools 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!         

GODLY PLAY AND FAITH EXPLORATIONS KICK OFF 

BRUNCH AND REGISTRATION!                                                                  

SUNDAY, AUGUST 22ND IN THE COURTYARD AT 10:00 am 

 

Most schools are back in session on August 16th or sometime that weekéSO EARLY THESE DAYS! I 

knowéIôm married to a teacher!  So since folks will be back from vacations and summer events...itôs time to 

think about getting kids back in the routine of Godly Play (pre-school through 4th Grade ~ two classes) and 

Faith Exploration for kids 5th ï 7th grade in the Peace Room. 

 

Each year it is our tradition to have breakfast in the courtyard, register our kids, and meet new families.  Our 

Sunday School program is truly one of the best, so invite a friend or neighbor with their children to come join 

us.  This is a church that creates a safe and loving place for children to grow in their faith as well as to grow into 

their fullest potential as God created them, a child of God.   So take a risk and put out the invitation -- what a 

gift of opportunity you give another family that doesnôt have a church family. 
 

SEE YOU FOR SURE ON AUGUST 22ND FOR BREAKFAST!                                                                                                              

HAVE LOTS TO CELEBRATE!                                                                                                                                                                     

JACKIE  
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THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!                                                                                                                                                
 

FROM THE BOTTOM OF JACKIEõS HEART! 

 

 

Words cannot begin to say how loved Michael and I have felt by our church family.  I am so sure that 

all the prayers you have been sending to God on my half have made such a difference in my life.  Heal-

ing comes in so many different waysé what you ask for and what you get are not always the same, but 

strength and courage to navigate a òsurpriseó journey is very powerful and concrete because of your 

prayers!  

 

It has also been a delight to receive all your cards with such inspiring notes of encouragement and 

faith.  Your good wishes and grace give me the determination to do what I need to do to beat this 

challenge.  I am so grateful for all the good news I have received about my breast cancer so far, and 

I expect more good news in the future.  Michael and I are unbelievably blessed to be in such a loving 

faith community that puts their love into action!  

 

Thanks for the many offers of helpé dinners, rides, errands, cleaning my house!  WOW!  But so far 

Michael and I have made a good team, and we havenõt yet needed your help.  But if we do, we will not 

hesitate a second to call on youéwe promise! 

 

Iõm inching my way backéIõll do Vacation Bible School the week of June 21 with part time days.  Then 

Iõll be back in the saddle again, but resting when it catches up with meéI promise!  My radiation will 

probably start the first of July and so by the end of those six weeks, I may again be pretty tuckered 

out and have shorter days and more naps!  But together we will figure this out.  Thanks to Maggie and 

all of you who are helping her during my absenceéI am so grateful! 
 

Thank you from the bottom of my hearté                                                                                                                                               

Jackie                                                                                                                                                                                                            

and Michael sends his love too!  
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PFLAG of Greater Placer County invites you to our  

Diversity Celebration & Fundraiser!  
 

When: July 8, 2010 

Time: 6 ï 9pm  

Where: Flower Farm Inn, 4150 Auburn -Folsom Road, Loomis 916 -652-4200 
 

Cost: $30.00 
 

Great Raffle Prizes  
Delicious Buffet Appetizers by Debbie Korleskiôs Chef to Go  

 Dessert by Twin Peaks Orchard Delights & PFLAG members  
No Host Wine and Beer  

Music Entertainment by Renowned Sacramento Gay Menôs Chorus 
  

For reservations, send check payable to PFLAG of Placer County, to the following address:  
2280 Grass Valley Hwy. #293 Auburn, CA. 95603  
For more information, please call 916 -863-9622 

Ages 16 and over  

Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians & Gays 

The Sacramento Gay Menôs Chorus was founded in 1984 as a 

singing group that aimed to foster a sense of community and 

provide support for gays and lesbians in the Sacramento area. 

Over the past 25 years, through musical performance and out-

reach programs, the chorus has grown to become an integral 

part of the Sacramento arts community, as well as a voice for 

the Gay and Lesbian Community in the greater Sacramento 

area. 

 

Flower Farm Inn, Loomis 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!                                                                                                                                                                   

KENYA WORSHIP SERVICE                                                                                                                                                                                 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8 TH ~ BOTH SERVICES ~ 9:00 and 10:30  
 

Molly Wingo, Daniel Outlaw and Dylan McElhatton will be leading our  

worship services on Sunday, August 8 th  at both services.  They will be 

sharing and reflecting on their experiences in Kenya with Children First.  Children First is our 

churchõs special missions project/partnership to help raise a healthy and educated next generation!  

Our young people, along with a young man from Mt. Shasta, will have the opportunity to explore what 

it means to be and the values encompassing being a global citizen. They will be working and reflecting 

on the projects part of the Children First Outreach Program to homesteads near Bondo outside of 

Kisumu, Kenya.  They will also be working with resident orphans and preschool children from the com-

munity at the Children First complex in the Nyalenda Slums.  This is going to be an incredible trip and 

opportunity for Molly, Daniel and Dylan, along with Jack from Mt. Shasta.  With only four kids, they 

will have an intimate and very personal experience with Africa and its people, especially the children.  

They will be well cared for and their world expanded by my sister, Jill Thomas, and my nephew, Ian 

Thomas-Bignami. 

 

Kisumu is a port city in western Kenya at an altitude of 3,710 feet with a population of over 355,000.  

It is the third largest city in Kenya, the principal city of western Kenya, the capital of Nyanza Prov-

ince, and the second most important city after Kampala, Uganda in the greater Lake Victoria basin.  

Children First is located in the unincorporated area of Kisumu referred to as the Nyalenda Slums.  

Lake Victoria or Victoria Nyanza is one of the African Great Lakes.  At 26,000 square miles it is the 

worldõs third largest fresh water lake and it borders Tanzania, Uganda and Kenya. 

 

COME JOIN US FOR WORSHIPé                                                                                                                                                                 

I GUARANTEE IT WILL BE AN INSPIRING SERVICE                                                                                                                                

LOVE, JACKIE  

 

 

ATTENTION ALL YOUTHé CAF AND UMYF!  

LOOK FOR AN IMPORTANT EMAIL IN AUGUST                                                                                                                         

ANNOUNCING OUR AUGUST YOUTH ACTIVITIES!                                                                                                                           

FUN STUFF TO END THE SUMMER AND                                                                    

BEGIN A NEW SCHOOL YEAR!   

KEEP AN EYE OUTé 
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It seems strange to talk about pies for the Bazaar when it was held just two months ago.  The fact is that the pie 

committee works almost year around.   We collect and prep most of the fruit in the summer and fall when it is in 

season. 

  

Pies are always a big item at the Bazaar and since 90% of the fruit is donated, the profit is great.  We have lots of 

requests to please make more .  

 

So...we are keeping a list of volunteers who will be willing to peel, slice and portion the fruit during the fruit sea-

son to be held in the freezer until January or February, when we will need more volunteers to add the top and bot-

tom crusts.  Linda Daniel will be leading the prep workshops at the church.  She will be keeping a list of volun-

teers she can call on when there is an abundance of fruit that needs to be prepared.  We hope to fill our freezers up 

this season with a record amount of pies.   

  

Please contact Linda Daniel (916-989-9037) if you can help. 

  

  Carol Iwasaki,  

Pie Committee 

We want to thank all of you folks who have sent us so many cards with messages of 

encouragement and love. It is comforting to know that we are thought of - and 

thanks for the picture, Scott. 

 

The past couple of years has been somewhat of a roller coaster for Ruth, times of 

one step forward and two steps back.  The E. R. doctors, the hospitalists, our family 

physician and even our home grown M.D. - Troy, haven't got a handle on the     

problem yet.   

  

We do miss seeing all of you.  I particularly miss the sermons and the gentle joshing 

that comes with the coffee hours.   

 

Thank you all for remembering us. 

  

Peace, 

Ruth & Bill Garrett 

I haven't seen Chuck speechless since I met him 70 years 
ago, but he was speechless on Sunday, June 13th at the 
Living Treasures Potluck.  We want to thank everyone for 
the wonderful tribute given to him.  It is a day we will never 
forget. 
  

Thank you, 
 Kathy & Chuck Pittman 
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Our homebound: Florence Kageta, Myrtle Hardy, Bill 

and Ruth Garrett, Michiko Takagishi, Ruth Tsujimoto, 

and Sally Bailey 

Jackie and Michael Kortright 

The Nitta family 

Chuck and Kathy Pittman 

Rena Maionchi 

Adam Ward 

Katie Van Wieôs 18-month old grandson, who is having 

chemotherapy, R.J. Snow 

Millie Hammond, as her sister-in-law, Joan, battles lym-

phoma 

Fred and Acsa Hitchens 

Tillman and Marita Jeffrey 

Nick Nicholson 

Jayne Parkerôs grandson, Patrick, who is in the military 

Gen Tewart, whose nephew, Brennan Charlton, was re-

cently deployed to Afghanistan 

Kay Berrymanôs friend, Gail Buckwald 

Carolyn Quaschnickôs son, Pete 

Sue Angove  

Joan Fecteau and her sister, Carol 

French Dennis, whose sister passed away 

Bob and Sue Sans and their nephew, Jeff 

Walt Scherer and his family 

The Boggsô Family 

Dave Emerson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen Ministry 
 

When life seems even more stressful than 

usual, you or someone you know may need a 

listening ear. Our Stephen Ministers can help!  

These wonderful folk know how to accompany 

someone through the difficult times of life, 

such asé 

     Divorce 

               Unemployment 

                       Troubles at home 

                       Bereavement 
 

Studies have shown that people do actually 

need to share more during times of stress.  In-

stead what many of us do is shut down our feel-

ings and perhaps quietly withdraw from the 

things and people who once gave us life. 

 

If you know of someone who might benefit 

from this listening ministry, please call Maggie 

or Jackie right away.  We can help! 

 

Call Maggie or Jackie at 652-0469. 


