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Editor: Debbie West First United Methodist Church February, 2010

Just Jacki eé

One of the most troubling bumper stickers | 6ve seen am
Bible said it. | believe it That settles it. 0 eéitsoands t
like a door sl amming! More importantly, | dm t r o u el teed
worl d. |l 6ve been tempted to print a couple of bumgpese
I 611 keep them unprinted in the interest of @ADo unto t

But both as a believer and a pastor, my feelings on the issue of literalism do run high. | believe that the Word aftGiany $geri
rious, invitational, sometimes ambiguous, and ultimately unfathomable. The story given to us to tive story of salvation

the ancient languages in which it was delivered, and the person at the center of that story, are all mysterious irnt,thesieepes$

positive sense.

AiTo you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of G
Carl Jung, the Swiss psychologist, states that the world will ask you who you are, and if you do not have an answenilie wq
give you one. Jung understands that the world is icetha
with true mystery, the world will impose answers or contrive confusion, neither of which reflects genuine hope. Childen of
on the other hand, are stewards of mystery. We dwell gently with it, not so much to search for answers as to be transformg
guestions that open onto eternity.

Literalism is dangerous to faith. It is brittle and breakable, and the faith that rests on it lies in a precarious emg gdace
These days literalism is a danger to life and limb; consider how much violence is perpetrated in the name of one fusiame
another. Literalism strives to suppress ambiguity. It is threatened by uncertainty that insists on one reading folt aédiste
exploration of different understandings,; it as s umglsharéo
designed to prepare the soil for the seeds of grace and salvation and beats it into a sword.

For those with eyes to see and ears to hear, the mpste
Scripture in both the ancient and the contemporary, in congregations peppered with strife yet salted with goodnessyémn-heg
whelmed with distractions yet drawn to the one thing necessary, in all the commonplaces daily life can catch and, fdr a md

hold the Light. AWithout any doubt, o writes Paul to Ti

Our times seem to encourage striving for security and control througkcciteanswers and predictable outcomes. As a quiet
counterpoint to the | oud confidence of the worl d, may
Aiwhat you do not wunderstand, treat with reverence and

| invite you to join a Bible Study class or an adult faith exploration class at the church on Sunday mornings or dueek thie w

step beyond the fear and danger of literalism is to engage in our own faith explorations and deepen our own faith pumeys.

join us as Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17, as keepers of mystery and inclusion.
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Enduring Gifts Sunday i Save the Date

Planned giving is not just for the wealthy. It creates an opportunity for all of us to give, when otherwise it

would not be possible. In these challenging times, it is great to know we can give according to our values

without further stretching our income. No matter what our age or situation, we can plan for the best use of
long term assets for our loved ones, our church and other charities.

On Sunday, April 18, 2010, the Rev. Dr. Betsy Schwarzentraub will provide us with an uplifting sermon on
the importance of a local church endowment fund and of estate planning as part of great Christian steward-
ship. Then right after the 10:30 am worship service, we will enjoy refreshments while Betsy and Susan
Peters, the California-Nevada United Methodist Foundation Executive Director, lead a workshop on endow-
ments and planned giving options, offering ways that you can include our church in your estate plan.

Please write this date on your calendar and plan on attending for the opportunity of learning more about this
important subject.

Ash Wednesday Services

Ash Wednesday signals the beginning of the season of Lent in the Christian year
Ashes are placed on the forehead of each Christian, reminding us of our own moijtal-
ity and the short span ofourlive$.r adi ti onal ly we hear| |t he

are dust and to dust, you shal/l retjuf n.
\/ Ash Wednesday will be celebrated at our church:
= Wednesday, February 17

12 noon and 7:00 pm
ASH WEDNESDAY

There will be nursery/child care (2 grade and younger) at the 7:00 pm service|.

Mexico/Us Border Sharing
by Mallory Naake

If you read the Dec./Jan. church newsletter you learned a little about Mallory Naal
trip to the Mexico/US border as part of a border education delegation with Borde
Links. The United Methodist Women have invited Mallory to share more about h

experience on February 8, 2010/e will gather in Issei Hall at 6:30 PM.
All are welcome.
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2010 ORIENTAL FOOD BAZAAR
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR MARCH 6th !

In just over a month we will savor the delightful tastes of olfr&énual Food Bazaar. Everyone that has
been a part of this experience knows of the W
single biggest event of the year.

Our committee chair people will soon be calling to confirm our usual jobs and to allow everyone to cl
their favorite spot or shift. Please help me in extending the same welcome to all of our new church f
members. We want to ensure that everyone that walks through our doors understands that all are we
needed and encouraged to participate.

Look for photos, job descriptions and sign up sheets posted in the Nisei Fellowship Hall, and be sure
up for several committees! Share your fun experiences with each other as the anticipation builds!

Remember to tell your friends, family andworkers too!!

MARCH 6, 2010 for FUN & FOOD !!!

Pastry Take Out

Oriental Food Bazadl <

Itdés that time of year again. As we prepare for
ies, brownies, cupcakes, pies, breads, peanut brittle and other candies from your kitchens. We hope that you
light us again this year with your amazing baking which we all love so much.

- s v N~

o=

Please consider the following when preparing your baked goods:

ePackage your baked goodsciontainers that do not need to be returned All donations will be repackaged for
selling.

e\Want to get started early? Why not bake now and freeze?

o|f at all possible, bring donations to Del Oro High School on Friday evening when you come to help with Kus
by 9 AM Saturday morning. While an early start on repackaging your donations is appreciated, we will accept
goods anytime during the Bazaar.

eltems requiring refrigeration cannot be accepted.
A tag describing your donation (example: oatmeal cookies with nuts) would be appreciated.

Remember, the Bazaar will be here before you know it so start planning your baked creations today!
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Reconciling Adult Education Class
AHow do I Iive the F Ll
Sunday 9:00 MYF Room

RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK

In the last couple of years, FUMC of Loomis has been taking a Faithful Journey toward being a church of full irjclu-

sion, a Reconciling Congregation. The vote was taken and passed, the signs were updated, and the banner was hu
Now what? Each of you is invited to attend a series of adult education classes to receive information, have digcussit
and experiences to help each of us answer the quelst
attend these 9:00 Sunday classes. Contact Jane Deldimyl @comcast.naf you have any questions.

February 10,2016 A How do | | ive the Reconciling Journey?0] ar
February 17, 2010 No Class, MLK weekend

February 24,2016 AiHow do | | ive the Reconciling Journey?o0| wi
grandparents, teacherséall c ome!

February 31,2016 i How do | live the Reconciling Journey?o0| ar
guest speaker, Claire, will share her story of transgendering male to female.

February 7,2010i AiHow do | |l ive the Reconciling Journey?o]|wi

Greater Placer County PFLAG will be here to share and answer questions. (Be sure to come back for the 11:30 Rec
onciling Potluck!)
February 14, 2010 THIS IS RECONCILING SUNDAY (a change of dates) Oneida Chi will tell her story at oun
9:00 and 10:30 services of celebration. There will be no Reconciling Adult Education Class this Sunday.

February 21,2010 i How do | | ive the Reconciling Journey?o0| re
Rol and Stringfellow shared a panel at the Septembler
February 28,2016 i How do | | ive the Reconciling Journey?o0o] ir

PO LUC

Sunday, February 7, 2010
Fellowship Hall 11:30

Come join your church family as we Celebrate Diversity! Rain or shine, there will bg
rainbows as the Reconciling Ministry Team hosts this opportunity to share food and
fellowship.

AT G Desserts
HT P Main Dishes
Q71 Z Fruit or Salads

We encourage you to bring your own table services, but if you forget,
we have a supply. Thanks!
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CHURCH HELPERS NEEDED!!

To give is greater than to receive. We have a

great joy in giving a gift to a child and watching their face light up as they opened it. |just heard a w
ful example from Pat Aiello. He expressed the amazing feeling that his family had as a result of don
funds so that a water well will be in place to provide clean drinking water to those who would not othe]

this phrase as well. The holiday season which just passed is perhaps a perfect example. Maybe yOtJ;Founc

have had it. Simply stated, giving makes you feel good inside. The way in which you give is irrelevang.

Whether you give your time, your talent, your money or your heart, all have the same end result; you
the better for having done so.

During worship each Sunday, | 6m guessing that
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ing

rwise

feel a

y

touched your heart and motivated you to make a change in yourself. Or maybe the choir sang a song|that

brought back a vivid memory from long ago. Perhaps seeing a certain flower on the altar made you th
springtime when you and your spouse were firs

ink o
t

so strongly it was if you could reach out and touch it. Maybe hearing a scripture reading moved you tp teal

hearing just how amazing Jesus was. However the power of worship may affect you as an individual,
hope is that you receive many wonderful things from it.

It takes many hearts, hands and minds to put all the pieces of our worship puzzle together. Authoring
sermon, making musical selections, coordinating numerous audio visual enhancements and beautifyi
altar are just the obvious items. Then there
flowers, changing the banners, downloading software for a video, putting out the nametags, getting b
communion, preparing the announcements, and the list goes on and on. All of these things are dong
love to make our worship service what it is. All of these things require a great deal of time when done
only a few. Would you consider volunteering to help keep our worship service special?

This past fall, teams were established to enhance and enrich our worship service. The liturgical seasg
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divided up, and Kevin Knauss and | led groups that met to brainstorm about the ways in which we woyship.

Wonderful and creative ideas were generated, but often implementation was tough with a small numf
hel ping hands. Wit hout a doubt there is stre

fun. Ideally each Worship Season could use a dozen or more volunteers. Please consider joining a;lzorsh

team, preparation for Eastertide is right around the corner! If a committee position may not work for
would you consider helping with worship as a liturgist, usher or numerous other capacities? Please ¢
me with any questions you may have or to sign up for the figmaifersuter@yahoo.con¥ou may also
sign up in the narthex. The amount of time you give does not need to be excessive, every little bit he
feel confident that you will find the old phrase rings true. It really is greater to give than to receive.
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Come Join Us!
The Ni sei Bi bl e Study is now |J]ac
Thursdays at 11:00 am in Issei Chapel

All are welcome!

About 13 years ago the Nisei started a Bible Study, and through the years, we have read through th¢ Old
Testament and the New Testament more than once, each time hearing new things and understandinyg the

sacred wisdoms of | ong ago that <come abumneye f ¢r
Throughthe Biblep vol . 5, which includes | and I 1 Kings
Esther.

The Thursday Bible Study is no longer just for Nisei, but all are welcome and encouraged to come. [tis a
great group of folks and we are all beginner $ éw
lessons and wisdom of the Bible.

| encourage you to take a leap of faith and begin your own faith journey in discovering what the Biplg tells
us and how our engagement in Bible Study can transform us. We are saving a place just for you!

A BI G THANKSEé
My family and | would like to thank everyone for all their thoughts and prayers for my broken wrist. We wan
to especially thank Carol Ransford for organizing meals and all the special folks who prepared and dglivere
meals to us. The meals have been so tasty and very helpful. Also thanks to the volunteers who are hlelping
more in the office while my wrist heals. It is such a blessing to work for such a caring place!

With Sincere Thanks, Sue Goebel and Family

Thank You!

The two of us would like to thank the members of FUMiDmis for
your thoughts, prayers and cards that were sent our way during Mary
Annds b out Regovetyls ndwwliNuhlly complete, and we are
both glad to be back among you.

Jack and Mary Ann Chittick

Food Pantry Thanks!
Many, many thanks to all the members of our church for the donations to
our pantry. The shelves are once again loaded, ready for the next run.
The pantry has been a very busy place this season.

Again, thanks to all.

Betty Doupnik and Roy Draper
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Adam Ward
Baby Glenn Boley, and his parents Rick and Tracy
Li

Bob Fall, who is mourning the loss of his wife, Sharol

Bet sy ntonds sister, I

Bob and Carol Ransford, as they offer comfort to
several families
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Stephen Ministry

When life seems even more stressful than

usual, you or someone you know may need a

listening ear. Our Stephen Ministers can help!

These wonderful folk know how to accompany

iohmeone&hrough trhesdifficult times of life,
LE&n "R YE

Divorce
Unemployment
Troubles at home
Bereavement

¢ Bob Wiseman, as.he recovefrs from surgery Studies have shown that people do actually
¢ Butch Henry who is recovering from surgery need to share more during times of stress. In-
¢ Carol Metzinger, who will be undergoing treatment stead what many of us do is shut down our feel-
for prostate cancer ings and perhaps quietly withdraw from the
things and people who once gave us life.
4 Helen Bride, who is recovering from a fall
¢ Helen Phillips, who is recovering from a falll If you know of someone who might benefit
_ _ _ _ from this listening ministry, please call Maggie
¢Jim Vi ctyw.oldgrandsen, Ryah, who is or Jackie right away. We can help!
serving in Afghanistan
4 Pat Brown, as she offers comfort to several friends Call Maggie or Jackie at 682469.
¢Polly Dyebdbs grandson, Pz
4 Russ Davis
¢ Pam Tookeroés friend, Christi, who suff d a st
4 Penny Adams, who has heart issues
4 Sally Bailey
4 Sue LyonGoebel, who has a broken wrist
4 Susan Kidwell
4 The Mion and Dann families
Cards for Adam Ward

Jason (Adam) Ward's birthday is Feb. 2. He was recently transferred, and is without a work job until his
paperwork catches up with him. Cards, letters, jokes, cartoons, stamps (postage) would be most appre-
ciated, anytime you have a chance, but the birthday cards will be so very important this year. Last year
we sent 30 cards. Let's see if we can top that number!! Adam will be 3l yrs old on, yes, ground hog

day! It takes about 7-12 days for mail to reach Adam. Even if your card won't arrive on the actual date, he
would love receiving a card. Adam cannot receive money, but he can receive a book of stamps, any
time. He has a new mailing address:

CTF North State Prison
Jason Ward P06085

AY )
SB/140 P.O. Box 705 W/.‘k

Soledad, CA. 93960

&)

SUPPORT
CIRCLE
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Barbara Ernst 2/1

Adam Ward 2/2

Michael Kortright 2/3

Jack Longoria 2/4

Charlie Cassell 2/8

Erin Bailey 2/10
Allan Honer 2/10
Thaya Craig 2/13
Caron Poole 2/13
Michiko Takagishi 2/14
Frank Kageta 2/15
Crystal Linton 2/15
Duane Bruce 2/16
Janet Olsen 2/16
Randi Stevenson 2/16
Erin Emerson 2/16

Kyle Nash 2/19
Sue Angove 2/19
Lukas Heath 2/21
Dawn Colwell 2/21
Stephanie Strahl 2/23
Carrie Andrew 2/25
Ron Bryant 2/26
Colin Naake 2/26
Sue Johnson 2/26
George Henley 2127
Cindy McNiel 2127

(If your special day is not listed here,
please contact the church office.)

February, 2010

4 AN\ NEWSLETTER

IDEADLINE
SCROLL Deadlinei February 16
(for March)

If possible, please submit your articles by

email to the address below. Please be sure to
reference 0Scroll 6 in
be mistaken for oO0spamo

Important 7 if you do not receive
confirmation within 24 hours that
! have received your article,
please contact me.

Articles may also be submitted to the church
office on CD, floppy disk, and written or
typed oharddé copy.

Thank you,
Debbie West, editor
deb.west@sbcqglobal.net
916-652-4532

Page 8
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Did you know that there is no limitation on the
size of a charitable gift that may be given to the
church at the time of your death? No matter
how large, the gift is deductible for Federal
estate purposes.

Consider naming the church as a beneficiary in
your will or living trust. The gift could be a set
dollar amount, a percentage of your estate, the
remainder after other gifts are made, or a gift
of part of the estate left if designated heirs are
deceased.

If you have any questions, you can contact any
member of our Endowment Committee for
more information.

ur
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Dates for your Calendar:

February 2 i Groundhog Day

February 7 90 All church POTLUCK, 11:30, hosted by the Reconciling Ministry Team
February 8 i Mexico/U.S. Border Sharing, with Mallory Naake, Issei Hall, 6:30pm
February 14 8 RECONCILING SUNDAY As part of the services of celebration,

we will welcome guest speaker, Oneida Chi, at both 9:00 and 10:30 services.

Val entineds Day

February15 i Pr esi dent ds Day

February 16 i NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

Wednesday, February 17 i ASH WEDNESDAY services, noon and 7:00pm
February 21 A Youth Sledding, noon to 4:00 pm

Friday, March 5 fi Kushiyaki and Bazaar preparation

Saturday, March 6 A ORIENTAL FOOD BAZAAR
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